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WATFORD MAYOR COMPLETES ADRA SHOE BOX APPEAL 

 
There was a look of absolute joy on the face of David 
Balderstone, Transport Manager for ADRA-UK as he shared with 
school children and the Mayor of Watford that over 8,000 children 
in Zambia would get a gift this Christmas.  Children from 
Stanborough Primary School and Kingswood Nursery assisted 
Watford Mayor, Dorothy Thornhill, carry the final shoe boxes 
from the Stanborough Centre to the container that will now start 
its journey to Africa.  They represented children and adults from 

across the UK and Ireland who have been collecting toys in shoe boxes to send to orphans in Zambia 
this Christmas.  On Tuesday, 1 December the previous year's record of 7,000 boxes had been beaten 
and the container outside the ADRA-UK office on Stanborough Park, Watford was crammed to 
capacity. 
 
Mayor Thornhill expressed her delight that a Watford based 
charity was helping to bring joy into so many lives.  "I am 
immensely proud of what is done in the name of volunteering," 
she told the children.  As a committed Christian herself she is 
proud of the work of the Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency and spent quality time in her busy schedule to help the 
children load the container. 
 
To conclude the ceremony, Dejan Stojkovic, Youth pastor at Stanborough Park church, shared how 
parcels like these from ADRA had made a significant difference in his life when he lived in the middle 

of a war zone in Serbia.  The ADRA logo on the side of a relief 
lorry brought hope to many lives at that time.  It continues to 
bring hope now. 
 
On behalf of the children in Zambia, James Shepley, Programme 
Officer for ADRA-UK, thanked the children – and everybody 
who has helped with the 2009 appeal.  "It is very good news for 
8,000 children," he said, "they now have a Christmas gift." 
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A selection of pictures from the event, along with a video report, can be seen on the BUC picture 
gallery, <www.adventist.org.uk>. 
 
 
ADVENTISTS IN THE SPOTLIGHT ON SKY TV   [John Wilby] 
 

Following an appearance earlier this year on the Sky Genesis 
Channel programme World in Focus, Victor Hulbert, BUC 
Communication director, accepted an invitation to appear again on 
Thursday 3 December to share more beliefs of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church.  Entitled "Simply the Truth", the two-hour non-
scripted programme was chaired by Doug Harris, director of the 
Reachout Trust.  He was joined by Baptist and Christian writer, 

Gerard Crispin of the Daylight Prison Trust. 
 
The discussion was scheduled to range from the Sabbath, Salvation and Creation, to the State of the 
Dead and Biblical Guidance.  However, it began where the last programme ended with Gerard 
Crispin's view that "the jury is still out" on whether or not Adventists are a cult.  He based this claim 
on the status placed in article 18 of our Statement of Beliefs that Ellen White is "a continuing and 
authoritative source of truth" and that this appeared to challenge the authority of the Bible.  In 
response, it was emphasised that Ellen White herself had never claimed this and that her writings 
always pointed the reader to scripture. 
 
Initial discussion of the Sabbath began with accord on the importance placed in Genesis on the 
sanctity of God's holy day of rest.  Naturally, opinion differed on whether or not New Testament 
interpretation justified the view that the seventh-day was replaced with a celebration of Christ's 
resurrection.  Gerard held the view that it was 'the principal' of the Sabbath that was important, not the 
actual day.  This led to a lively discussion.  Victor was challenged by a caller to respond to Adventist 
claims that those who did not keep the Sabbath would have the mark of the beast.  In response, he said 
that Revelation was clear that, in the last days when prophecy predicted Christians would be faced 
with stark choices in keeping God's law, this would indeed be the case. 
 
Whilst there was agreement that there will be a future judgement, there were clearly opposing views 
on the security of our salvation.  However, it was pointed out that not all non-Adventist Christians 
shared the view that "once saved, always saved".  Ultimately, the question hinged on free choice or 
pre-destination, and viewers' emails and calls were generally more supportive of the Adventist position 
that our security is in faith and dependence on Jesus Christ.  However if we consciously choose to 
drop away from our faith, God will allow us the free choice to do so. 
 
Given time constraints and the way in which phone-ins and emails can divert discussion, expectations 
that all the beliefs under scrutiny could be fully explored were unrealistic.  However, the programme 
ended on a positive note with the presenter's suggestion that, if the participants agreed, there was scope 
for a further programme. 
 
In comments and emails sent to the Communication department following the programme Jill states, "I 
am pleased that you showed a tolerant, accepting attitude - hopefully other Christians will be less 
suspicious about Adventism per se!"  Janet adds, "We were… impressed by what you said and feel 
you represented the Church very well."  Sitting with a group of Adventist viewers Natalie stated, "you 
thought on your feet very well and answered all the questions in a sensible and clear way." 
 
It is easy to be defensive of our beliefs.  Victor's hope is that open discussion like this helps others 
understand the core of Adventist faith in an open and transparent manner.  He stated, "Dialogue with 
other Christians builds bridges, and while it is somewhat nerve-racking to be quizzed in a programme 
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like this I am very positive about the impression of the Church gained by the viewers."  He also noted 
that it helped him think about what is important and central in his own faith. 
 
One gained the lasting impression that Adventist beliefs exposed in this way might, through the Holy 
Spirit, encourage viewers to explore the scriptures for further guidance, enlightenment and spiritual 
fulfilment. 
 
This edition of "Simply the Truth" will be repeated on Genesis TV this Sunday at 3.30 am and again at 
1.00 pm.  View it on Sky Channel 592 or online at <http://www.revelationtv.com/watchgen.php>.  It 
is planned that there will be a third programme in the series next year focusing on what happens when 
you die, heaven and hell, and the role of Ellen White in the development of the Adventist Church. 
 
 
STREAMS OF LIGHT FROM WEST BROMWICH  [Peter Jeynes] 
 

Bethel Convention Centre – a large venue for all sorts of meetings 
in downtown West Bromwich in the heart of England – was 
converted into a vast television studio for the 'Streams of Light' 
revival series hosted by the North England Conference, LifeStyle 
TV from Sweden, Amazing Facts from California and 3ABN.  
Truly a multinational cooperation. 
 
Andrew Thompson, the Centre Manager, a committed Christian 
himself, prayed with the large team on the first morning, 

Wednesday 2 December before the television team set up their equipment.  Mr Thompson expressed 
his admiration for the Seventh-day Adventist Church and their ability to draw multitudes of different 
people together. 
 
The 'Streams of Light' series is aimed at spiritual revival for people watching the programmes by 
satellite or on the internet on 3ABN, LifeStyle TV and amazingfacts.net.  The speaker, Pastor Doug 
Batchelor, is well-known worldwide to regular watchers of his video programmes.  Not so well-known 
to an international audience perhaps but delighting so many was Geraldine Farmer.  Hailing from 
South Africa Geraldine sang, 'Somebody bigger than you and I' on the opening night, while her son 
Jonathan was on duty with the audio visual team. 
 
During the meetings Pastor Doug was anxious to impress on his vast audience the value of the Bible.  
A master of visual communication and a lover of words the speaker offered sound bites that made the 
audience think deeply.  "Surrounding ourselves with Christian things is no substitute for reading the 
word of God", could have been the sound bite of the night.  Some people, Pastor Batchelor pointed 
out, that many have, "lost their taste for the Bible because they are eating at another cafeteria". 
 
The audience, largely from the Birmingham area, featured sometimes on the screen, were attentive to 
the sermon and presentation, despite the large camera crane moving above them feeding signals to a 
mobile studio outside the hall.  The LifeStyle TV group from Sweden offer more than the services of a 
very professional group of young people sending video signals around the world.  Claus and Theresa 
Nybo who lead the team are committed to Christian ministry through video and so train young people 
in video skills through extensive skills development.  The young people working in the team are 
skilled in more than technical activities – they are not techie geeks.  They are video evangelists who 
can handle the Bible as well as the camera and live a lifestyle that many would admire. 
 
The programme ended on the Wednesday evening with a happy congregation.  The revival had begun, 
not by satellite, not by fine words, but by the presence of the Holy Spirit.  The revival series continues 
until Sabbath, 5 December (ticket holders only on Sabbath) and can be viewed live at 
<www.amazingfacts.tv>. 
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SCOTTISH YOUTH LEAD IN YEAR OF EVANGELISM  [John Wilby] 
 

Following the election of two young members to 
its Executive, the Scottish Mission continues to 
ensure its youth are at the forefront of church 
activities and outreach.  Just a few months after it 
was established the Paisley Pathfinder Club's 
investiture last Sabbath was a double celebration 

of achievement. 
 
Under the banner "Let your light so shine before men", fifteen-year-old, 
Cokine Kayya said in his sermon, based on Matthew 5:16, that if we are 
going to reflect the light of Jesus, we must remember two things; we must 
keep our faces turned toward Jesus and, we must not let anything come 
between us and Him.  "When we remember these two things, we will reflect 
His light to the entire world", he said. 
 
A skit, entitled "Aim lower, think smaller, give up – and go have a cup of 
coffee" saw Pathfinders taking the part of General Conference Officers, 
debating ways to reach others by involving children in the Great 
Commission.  Sixty to eighty per cent of responses to the gospel are from 
children and, because they represent one in five of the globe's 6 billion 
people, they have an important part to play in reaching the third who have never heard of Christ's 

salvation. 
 
The proof was borne out in an interview with some of the six non-
Adventist Pathfinders present.  They told Pathfinder Director, 
Jeniffer Oroko they had been encouraged to join the Club by the 
friendship, example and enthusiasm of their school's Adventist 
pupils. 
 
In the afternoon, Scottish Mission Youth Sponsor, Marcel 

Ghioalda, invested thirty-four Pathfinders, Adventurers, Eager Beavers and Little Lambs.  Summing 
up a successful day, Glasgow District Pastor, Clifford Herman, also paid tribute to Jeniffer Oroko for 
her leadership, hard work and commitment in establishing and developing the West of Scotland's three 
Pathfinder Clubs. 
 
 
BIRMINGHAM WAS INSPIRED  [NEC Communicator] 
 

Sunday evening, 22 November saw the realisation of a splendid 
musical event at the newly refurbished Birmingham Town Hall, 
under the theme, 'Birmingham Inspired�.  The Birmingham 
churches, under the sponsorship of Dr Diana Sinclair, Head of the 
North England Conference Music department, were responsible 
for planning and hosting the event.  The programme was a 
cornucopia of various age groups and musical styles.  The 
featured groups included Camp Hill Youth Choir, Handsworth 
Tabernacle and Eternal Praise, singing modern gospel music that 

was inspiring and very well received by the audience.  There were more traditional church choirs such 
as the Camp Hill Church Choir and the Wolverhampton Wednesfield Church Choir who sang choral 
anthems more to the taste of the many senior members of the audience. 
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Very often one hears loud and pointed criticism of the youth of 
our communities for their antisocial behaviour.  However the age 
range of the various groups and their talented performances 
assures us that one need not fear for the future of church music as 
the young, enthusiastic and talented musicians demonstrated their 
talents and enthusiasm in their performances. 
 
There was also a variety of a capella groups, demonstrating the 
various styles of close harmony singing.  These included the longstanding group, Steadfast and a 
newer group, The Shepherds Quartet from the Handsworth Wood African Fellowship.  The youngest 
group, One Voice, was comprised of eight teenage girls from the Yardley church, singing close 
harmony in an innovative and very effective way. 
 
The compere for the evening was Simon Burgher, who using humour and wit, moved the programme 
on effortlessly.  This programme was designed to be an evangelistic event and during the intermission 
there was a Health Expo stall sponsored by the NEC Health Ministries department, during which, 
blood pressure checks were undertaken and health advice given by a team of health workers.  There 
were also free DVDs being given out, featuring a presentation by Doug Batchelor of the Amazing 
Facts TV ministry. 
 

The children in the audience were not overlooked.  Each child 
present was given a very attractive gift pack of books sponsored 
by the Windsor Street Seventh-day Adventist church.  The pack 
included an attractive Children's Bible and information about 
creative youth ministry, including the Adventurer and Pathfinder 
Clubs run by the church. 
 
The programme also featured a short inspirational address by 

former Times Preacher of the Year and NEC President, Pastor Ian Sweeney.  A highlight of the 
programme was the massed choir accompanied by the Midlands Orchestra, featuring 30 wood, wind 
and string players, under the direction of David Brooks singing 'Thou O Lord'.  The programme was 
brought to a rousing finale with over two hundred voices singing 'Total Praise�.  Pastor Masih, Area 
Coordinator for the West Midlands enjoyed the programme: "This was a splendid evening and I think 
we should make it an annual affair." 
 
 
CENTRALITY OF THE CROSS AT SPIRITUAL RETREAT   [Yvonne Hill] 
 

The theme was 'The Centrality of the Cross', which, according to 
Pastor Mike Toy (Area 8 Co-ordinator) was a time to focus on the 
greatest act that has brought mankind to God.  Fifty-nine members 
of the churches under SEC Area 8 - Great Yarmouth, Lowestoft, 
Colchester, Hutton, Ipswich, Norwich, Chelmsford and Harlow 
gathered together the weekend of 27 – 29 November to share this 
assurance and hope that we have as Christians. 
 

The venue was the Pleasaunce at Overstrand, Norfolk.  The managers, Charles and Victoria, are 
Christians who cater for Christians of all denominations.  They provided excellent food – catering for 
people of different diets and needs, comfortable accommodation with a homely atmosphere and a 
Christian environment.  The sixteen members of the team who served at meal times and refreshment 
breaks were Christian students from all over the world. 
 
Pastors Michael Toy (Hutton and Harlow); Michael Walker (Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft) and 
Chris Peake (Norwich and Kings Lynn) shared themes on The Centrality of the Cross, Why Did Jesus 
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Have to Die, What Was Accomplished at the Cross, The Benefits of the Cross, and The Grace and the 
Glory of the Cross. 
 

Each minister gave an amazing account of the Cross and 
what it means to us as Christians and the importance of 
it being the centre of our lives and the only means of 
counteracting the sin problem.  The horrific death He 
went through and how it was all because of our sins that 
He had to suffer so much really hit home.  Pastor Walker 
pointed out that Jesus understood His mission and He 
knew that by laying down His life it was the only way 

we could be saved from the death penalty and to cover our sins. 
 
Pastor Toy led out and was responsible for Vespers on Sabbath.  He said, "We must be awake, alive 
and know what we believe and we must centre on Jesus".  Every day we need to set some time aside to 
focus on Jesus and what He has done for us. 
 
In between the talks the Praise Team, Stephen and Frida deBruyn, were responsible for choosing the 
hymns and they also sang duets with Stephen playing the guitar.  Yarmouth couple, Jim and Joan 
Frost, who are in their eighties sang together inviting the audience to join in the chorus.  Talented song 
writer, Frida Peake, also sang and played the guitar singing songs that she had written herself. 
 
The programme was designed to include recreation and a time to enjoy the fresh air and beautiful 
grounds but also there was a slot for everyone to let their hair down and have a social.  Glyn Jones 
acted as compere and did a wonderful job of organising and presenting extremely funny sketches, 
duets and songs.  Glyn is talented himself and resembles the comedian, Jasper Carrot, he soon had 
everyone laughing and enjoying themselves. 
 
Verle Bryan was responsible for the housekeeping and kept everyone in their place and produced a tin 
of sweets every now and again for good behaviour! 
 
Paul Monagaran, from the Yarmouth church, was responsible for the projections and did an excellent 
job in providing the hymns and readings etc on screen.  His wife Sini was given the job of nurse but 
thankfully didn't have to use her nursing skills. 
 
Pastor Paul Smith (Colchester) was the main organiser but unfortunately was unable to take part due to 
ill health, however, there were prayers on his behalf and we hope that he will be back on his feet soon.  
Pastor Walker took his place as Programme Manager and did an excellent job in putting the event 
together. 
 
On Sunday, Sandra, from the Harlow church gave her testimony 
and as she spoke there were photos on screen of her baptism 
which had taken place only two weeks before.  She said that she 
had never thought about having Christ in her life until her 
daughter and son-in-law had their first child.  The father is an 
Adventist and he wanted the baby to be dedicated and brought up 
in the church.  She was curious about the church and decided to 
go and see for herself what it was like.  Pastor Toy was preaching 
and his sermon made such an impression on her that she felt 
compelled to go as often as she could.  She was also impressed by the welcome that everyone had 
given her and how they had put her at ease.  Sabbath School was particularly helpful to her and she 
was eager to learn more about Jesus.  Her husband isn't a Christian but has been very supportive and 
helpful to her. 
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The weekend was brought to a close with the service of Communion led by Pastor Toy.  He said that 
only goodness can drive out evil and only love can conquer hate and that Christ had given us an 
example by rewarding good instead of evil and no longer should there be an eye for an eye and a tooth 
for a tooth. 
 
There was a final meal with a presentation of £175.45 which had been collected on behalf of the 
sixteen volunteer students who had worked so hard in providing meals.  Pastor Walker also gave them 
a set of ornamental camels made out of olive wood and which came from Bethlehem.  They were also 
each given a copy of the book 'He is Coming' by Alejandro Bullón. 
 
It all came to an end so quickly which is always the case when people really enjoy themselves.  Many 
people have said that they want to take part next year. 
 
A selection of pictures from the weekend can be seen on the picture gallery at 
<www.adventist.org.uk>.  [This story is also available at <http://www.networkyarmouth.co.uk>.] 
 
 
NEW PROJECTS FOR ADRA-UK  [Bert Smit, ADRA-UK Director] 
 

This week ADRA-UK signed two large contracts with the European 
Commission for projects in Mongolia and Ghana.  With a third project 
starting shortly in Nepal, it is a busy time for the Watford based non-

governmental organisation. 
 
Supported with funds from the upcoming 2010 Annual Appeal, the three 
projects each have a different focus.  In Nepal ADRA will assist former child 
soldiers to be re-integrated in society. 
 
In Mongolia ADRA will help children with disabilities to have access to 
education and health care. 
 
The project in Ghana will address chronic food shortages in the north of the 
country and help 10,000 farmers to improve their food security and incomes 
level. 
 
The projects with a total value of €2.3 million are co-financed by ADRA-UK and the EC, where our 
contributions vary between 5 and 25%. 
 
For the Ghana project the European Commission will increase each pound ADRA-UK provides to 
£13. 
 
For more information visit our website: <http://adra.org.uk>. 
 
 

LATEST MESSENGER ONLINE 
 
"The call to evangelise in a multi-ethnic society" is the lead story in the latest 
edition of the Messenger, the official journal of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in the UK and Ireland.  Also, in the run up to Christmas, "Two boys 
from Bethlehem" contrasts David and Jesus, Mike Johnson looks at "The 
changing image of the Church", Victor Hulbert completes the year of "Follow 
the Bible" and Willie Tafadzwa Chinyamurindi reflects on Question Time and 
Nick Griffen of the BNP.  The 11 December edition can now be found online at 
<www.adventistnews.org.uk/messenger>. 
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BUC OFFICE TO CLOSE FOR RELOCATION 
 

Please note that the BUC office, headquarters of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in the UK and Ireland, will be closed to church 
members and the public from 12 noon on Friday, 11 December 
reopening at 9:00 am on Monday, 21 December.  During part of 
this period the phone and email systems will be out of action 
while they are relocated from the temporary headquarters in 
Frogmore back to the refurbished office on Stanborough Park.  
Our apologies for any inconvenience caused as staff work to move 

everything back to the main office.  For more on the building see <www.adventistinfo.org.uk/build>. 
 
 
DEATH OF MISS F M P WESTON 
 

We have received the sad news that Miss F M P Weston 
(Stanborough Press Ltd) passed away on Tuesday, 24 November 
at the age of 86.  Pam Weston gave 36 years of service to the 
Stanborough Press as a Proof Reader between 1947 and 1983.  
Older members will also remember her children's corner in church 
papers under the title 'Auntie Pam'. 
 
The funeral service will take place at 1:15 pm on Tuesday, 8 

December at the Grantham church, Dudley Road, Grantham, Lincs, followed by committal at the 
Grantham cemetery. 
 
 
THIS WEEK ON THE HOPE CHANNEL 

 
Growing up in Kenya was a good life for Bertie – until the day his 
father's life was threatened and the family decided it was time to 
make a quick exit to South Africa.  It was there that his 
engineering skills developed – and later in life, a call to ministry.  
Bertie de Nysschen is this week's guest on "In Conversation" on 
the Hope Channel at the times listed below and on demand at 
<www.hopetv.org.uk>. 
 
Friday 4 December: 4:30 am and 8:00 pm: Ricky Porter 
Sabbath 5 December: 12:30 am and 3:00 pm: Ricky Porter 

Monday 7 November: 3:00 am and 9:00 pm: Bertie de Nysschen 
Wednesday 9 December: 8:00 am: Bertie de Nysschen 
Friday 11 December: 4:30 am and 8:00 pm: Bertie de Nysschen 
Sabbath 12 December: 12:30 am and 3:00 pm: Bertie de Nysschen 
 
"From the archives" this week on the Hope TV website: Dr Borge 
Schantz.  Raised during World War 2 in occupied Denmark, Dr 
Borge Schantz reflects on how contact with German soldiers 
living in his town began his interest in other cultures and sparked 
in him a desire to travel the world. 
 
TED Media also produces a UK based programme, Faith 
Development which airs Monday at 9.30 pm, Wednesday at 10.00 
am, Friday at 8.30 pm and Sabbath at 3.30 pm. 
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