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BIKES AND RUNNING SHOES CLIMAX ADRA ANNUAL APPEAL 

 
Sixty-four-year-old Rod Scholes of the Barnsley church defied the 
heat of the London Marathon last Sunday to raise funds for 
ADRA.  His totals will join the £337,526 already banked in the 
2009 Annual Appeal for the Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency.  With many churches still in the process of receiving 
final donations this amount will certainly grow.  Each and every 
penny is important to the work of ADRA.  Many realise this as 
they seek alternative ways of raising the level of support for 
ADRA. 

 
Jabu Mpofu can testify to this.  He writes, "Usually, I am not comfortable in going door-to-door and 
pubs collecting but I do it nonetheless.  This year I decided to do something different.  I went on a 
sponsored walk; ten miles from Preston to Chorley.  I asked a number of my work colleagues to 
sponsor me.  Their response was overwhelming.  We are a small company and 38 people sponsored 
me.  On Easter Sunday I went for this 3 hour walk.  I raised £234 from the walk, which was later 
matched by the company.  I have also collected more than £100 from 
friends and family.  This year I think I will have raised more than 5 times 
the money I raised last year.  This year's appeal has been a brilliant one for 
me and I am feeling so happy." 
 
While Rod Scholes was running the London Marathon, Geert Tap and 
David Roberts went on a sponsored mountain bike ride for ADRA.  The 
difference was that David started at 0800 in Australia and Geert took over 
10 hours later at the Look Out forest in Bracknell, England.  Tens of miles 
and two flat tires later this fundraiser for ADRA was successfully 
completed.  The same day Pastor Ron Clemow took a more gentle ride 
with Maidenhead church youth between Eton and Maidenhead. 
 
The total compared with the same period last year is down slightly but this many simply be due to 
delivery of the money to the bank.  The South England Conference are currently £27,000 ahead for the 
same period last year while Wales has added an extra £2,000 to their total. 
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ADRA-UK director, Bert Smit reflects, "In all this activity, our Christian responsibility to care for 
people in need is central.  And it is heart warming to see our membership support the work of ADRA, 
making a difference in so many people's lives."  For more details on ADRA visit <www.adra.org.uk>. 
 
 
GENESIS TV QUESTIONS ADVENTIST BELIEFS 

 
An email from an observant church member led to Adventists 
being given a 1½ hour opportunity to share their faith and beliefs 
on one of the UK's top Christian television channels.  John Mann 
emailed BUC News to state that he had heard an invitation on 
Doug Harris' programme "Simply the Truth" that he would like to 
talk to a Seventh-day Adventist. 
 
As a result, on Thursday evening, 23 April, Victor Hulbert, 
Communication director for the Seventh-day Adventist church in 
the UK and Ireland, joined Doug Harris of Reachout Trust and 

Gerard Chrispin of Daylight Christian Prison Trust for a live, unscripted discussion of Adventist 
beliefs on Genesis premier programme, 'World in Focus'.  "It is nerve-racking being on live TV to 
defend your faith and the church you love," Victor Hulbert stated after the programme, "but it was also 
extremely helpful to be able to positively share what we believe and dispel some myths." 
 
With the inclusion of phone calls and emails from viewers, topics ranged from the Assurance of 
Salvation we have in Jesus Christ, to the Trinity, our relation to the law as a response to God's grace, 
the Investigative Judgement, Health and Hell.  The last subject provoked some quite heated 
discussion, both with Gerard who, as a Baptist, has strong views on 
eternal damnation, and with one listener who felt, she said, "that 
God would have to blank our minds out if we were in heaven with 
eternal hell going on elsewhere."  Victor emphasised that the 
Adventist view of the 'second death' being final is a comfort in these 
situations.  Several viewers emailed to state that they now had a 
better view of Seventh-day Adventists while others expressed 
strong views on some of our distinctive doctrines. 
 
Canterbury member, Ralf Lombart discovered the programme by accident while preparing for church 
Sabbath morning.  Watching a repeat of the show he wrote that, "the World in Focus programme is 
very interesting and it's excellent that you were able to share something with their viewing audience."  
John Wilby from Glasgow gave the programme some critical appraisal.  "It's typical of these type of 
programmes that you get insufficient time to tick all the boxes for those issues you want to cover."  He 
continued, "it was encouraging to receive acknowledgement of agreement on most of our beliefs.  The 
Investigative Judgement was always going to be a difficult one."  Victor agrees.  "Time flies so fast 
that it is difficult to cover all the ground, and quite naturally the agenda is somewhat dictated by 
viewers' calls and emails."  However, there is sufficient interest from the first programme that a 
second edition has already been booked for later this year.  That will cover in more depth Adventist 
views on the Sabbath, what happens when we die, and our concepts of heaven and hell.  Genesis TV is 
available on the Sky platform and on the internet.  To view the programme visit <www.adventistinfo. 
org.uk/about/world-in-focus.php>. 
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DEVOTED TO THE WORD   [David Neal, Irish Mission President] 
 

"Every member - a minister" is a phrase that often falls off the lips of 
preachers.  The statement is true and the sooner this value becomes a 
reality, the better we all shall be.  But at the same time Seventh-day 
Adventists still practise the "setting apart" of people exclusively 
"Devoting themselves to prayer and ministry of the Word" (Acts 6:4).  
Adam Keough, born 23 July 1977 is one such life devoted to Ministry 
of the Word and Prayer.  Now aged 31, his calling to ministry was 
affirmed on Sabbath, 25 April in a service of Ordination at Belfast 
church. 
 
His appointment to the Belfast and Larne district commenced in 2002 
with a two year internship under the supervision of Dr Mart de Groot.  

It was a time together, when, as Mart shares, "They explored the mysteries of soul-winning and church 
management".  In 2004 Adam became a licensed minister and was invited to continue his ministry in 
Belfast.  In addition he was appointed Irish Mission Youth Sponsor.  In one sphere of ministry he 
serves as the pastor of an urban and increasingly diverse membership.  In Youth Ministries he's 
working with a new generation of Adventists. 
 
At ease working with both young and old, he handles his dual role well.  Both require prayer and the 
Ministry of the Word.  His youthful looks betray his spiritual depth.  Study scripture with him in 
personal Bible study or the pulpit and you will find him digging deep to know the mind of God.  Take 
for example a recent series of sermons he preached on the doctrine of the Sanctuary.  One regular 
Belfast worshipper reflecting on the series shared that, "his detail is easy to understand and always 
gospel centred". 
 
At the ordination service the words of 2 Timothy 4:1-5 were 
brought to life by Pastor Alan Hodges, BUC Ministerial 
Association Secretary.  "Preach the Word... do the work of an 
evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry".  The key 
moment in this ordination service as in all, is the laying on of 
hands - symbolizing a fresh coming of the Holy Spirit in new 
power to help meet the task at hand.  BUC President Pastor Don 
McFarlane prayed seeking strength from heaven for Adam.  No 
empty form was this, but a symbol that aids God's people in depending more completely upon the 
ministry of the Holy Spirit.  In his response Adam thanked the members of the Belfast church for their 
patience, for the freedom they gave him to try new ideas and forgiveness for the mistakes while 
maturing. 
 

Adam is married to Heather (née McCormac) and they are blessed 
with a daughter Olivia, born in 2007.  Heather shares Adam's 
ministry, not only supporting him with a happy home life, but 
particularly supporting the Youth Ministry side of his work.  Both 
Adam and Heather have a strong faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
It's thrilling that there are still men and women today who are 
willing to devote themselves exclusively to "prayer and the study 

of the Word".  Adam's ordination confirmed that the church recognises his calling.  Through growing 
together, the Belfast church and Adam are stronger today than perhaps they were a few years ago – 
and praise the Lord for that.  Adam's early life had some shaky beginnings as he will be the first to 
admit.  But with the nurture and love of his father, Anthony Keough, he has grown and matured into a 
strong disciple of Christ.  As the British Union leaders placed hands on Adam last Sabbath, I couldn't 
help thinking – "what a miracle".  The story is not only about Adam, but what God has done and will 
continue to do through him. 
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MANOR OF HOPE 
 

It is not your average Adventist congregation.  There are more 
children than adults.  Visit any Sabbath morning and you 
discover that somehow both age and racial differences 
between core members and the community seem to have been 
bridged in a way that gives great hope for the future.  
Children's Sabbath School time is more like Pathfinders or an 
activity club and the kids are very enthusiastic.  Family 
worship is a little noisy and is stripped down to the essentials 
so as to be understandable to the 'unchurched' from the 

troubled area of Manor, Sheffield.  There is always lunch. 
 
Core members from Sheffield's two churches chose to move into this difficult area of the city some 
seven years ago.  Led by Carlton Lee, and with much prayer, patience and a lot of door knocking, they 
have really become a community church, attracting families from social housing in the local area. 
 
"One of the positive things about Manor has been the fact that 
both black and white children and adults have been attracted to the 
Manor church, from the local community," Andrew Yesudian 
states.  Not everyone understands their way of working – but 
parents and children in the area see the difference.  Andrew argues 
that churches need to change their way of thinking.  He is thrilled 
that his church can hold onto the traditional theological values of 
Adventism but develop a programme where you feel welcome 
whatever your background.  Chatting comfortably on one side of 
the church are teenage mums with their babies.  Children from varied backgrounds are welcomed and 
obviously enjoy being there.  Adults are being influenced as well.  Clinton Caine started attending on 
and off about two years ago.  Now he plays guitar in the worship band – his skilful finger work 
making a significant difference to the quality of worship. 
 
God has blessed the Manor Newstart group with two youth from the community committing their lives 
to Jesus through baptism.  Both of whom are still actively involved.  With the increasing number of 
young persons attending, a recent trip organised by the group took a mini-bus full of youth to 
Aberdaron, north Wales for a youth weekend.  For some it was the first time camping and the first 
time leaving England.  Commenting on the weekend and the increase of young persons attending 
Manor, Pastor Andrew Rashford-Hewitt says "we are excited about this and the way in which God is 
blessing." 

 
Meeting in St Swithans Anglican church the core group have a 
good working relationship with the Anglican parish and with the 
community.  Members have just produced 5,000 attractive cards 
reminding residents in the area of their presence and most Sabbath 
afternoons they will spend up to an hour knocking on doors and 
talking with residents. 
 
Visit Manor and you will find a warmth and passion essential to 

worship and witness.  People choose to come to Manor because they know they are making a 
difference.  Andrew states they are keen on outreach and retention.  "At one time we were worried 
about reaching out to the majority community," he says, "but equally we realise that many of our own 
children are dropping away fast.  We needed to do something that reverses the trend, making the 
Adventist message and mission relevant.  This is what Manor looks to do." 
 
This is a different form of evangelism.  Manor members have chosen a weekly and daily commitment 
that after seven years of hard work is making a difference.  This year the district churches of Sheffield 
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will be joining with Manor in a week of evangelism consisting of a Noah's Ark Playscheme, health 
talks, a street and garden clean up, barbecue and presentations of the gospel of Jesus in a variety of 
styles appropriate to the local community.  This will be the first week long evangelistic event but not a 
one off as each week's worship service is evangelism in action.  Sheffield Manor hopes to organise as 
an official church in the coming months.  But they are very positive that they are there, not just to be 
another church, but to make an impact in a very real way with their community. 
 
 
BRIT SNAGS BEST DRAMA PRIZE AT AMERICAN FILM AWARDS   [Colin Anderson] 
 

16-18 April 2009 was the time.  Adventist Media Centre, Los Angeles, 
California was the place.  Filmmakers, film fans, guests and friends had 
gathered over the three-day period.  They had watched student films, 
professional films, international films covering comedy, drama, Public 
Service Announcements and more.  The Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
North America, sponsors of the SONscreen Film Festival, had assembled a 
truly eclectic group of filmmakers, and presented a refreshingly diverse 
slate of Christian, life affirming, and empowering films.  There were also 
workshops and panel discussions presented by Hollywood professionals 
on various aspects of Christianity and the film industry. 
 
The time had come for the climax of the event – the awards ceremony.  An 

air of expectancy filled the auditorium as we all waited with baited breath to hear who had most 
impressed the judges and taken the top prizes.  Top International Prize went to Calvin Chuang for a 
delightful film called "A New Beginning."  All other prizes went to American filmmakers, until the 
prize for the Best Drama was announced.  I had travelled with Mark Grey to support him as he had 
entered a very topical and thought-provoking film called "Holy Hush" about why the churches cover 
up incidents of abuse.  For what appeared an eternity the presenter delayed the announcement, then 
finally, "The winner of the Best Drama Award goes to "Holy Hush" directed by Mark Grey from the 
UK." 
 
In his interview, Mark reiterated the point that as a filmmaker he wants most to make life affirming 
drama that stimulates discussion, makes a difference, and brings about change.  He certainly did that 
out in Los Angeles.  I thoroughly enjoyed sharing the experience, and hope there are many more. 
 
For more information see <www.sonscreen.com>.  For a trailer of "Holy Hush" visit: 
<www.vimeo.com/4394996>. 
 
 
END OF AN ERA AT OULTON BROAD   [Chris Peake] 

 
In the days when The Dell retirement home at Oulton Broad, near 
Lowestoft, was popular with Adventists looking for a place to 
spend their later years in good Christian company, the Oulton 
Broad church, meeting in a chapel attached to the home, was a 
busy little place.  The congregation there benefited from the 
support of retired workers and committed members, and the 
spiritual life of the home was enriched by worship activities right 
through the week.  Over the years, however, the number of 
Adventist residents and staff dwindled, until maintaining the 

institution became a burden the church could no longer support. 
 
A little over three years ago, the home and its chapel were sold to a private operator, and, in March of 
2006, with the redevelopment of the chapel, the congregation moved into one of the flats behind The 
Dell, which was rented back from the new owners, so that they could use its lounge room as their 
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place of worship.  Now, with the passing away of a number of the remaining members, the 
congregation have decided the time has come to cease holding these services.  Arrangements have 
been made for those members still living at The Dell to get to the nearby Lowestoft church, and those 
who live in the town, yet have been part of the Oulton Broad church, will be choosing to join with 
either Lowestoft or Great Yarmouth.  The lease on the flat terminates at the end of April, and Sabbath 
25 April saw the last Sabbath worship service of the Oulton Broad church. 
 
Although it has been creeping up on us steadily, it is nevertheless 
a sad moment, especially for those with memories of the former 
days at The Dell.  Yet the story is not altogether finished.  Ever 
since the sale of The Dell, we have continued to run midweek 
meetings which have been enjoyed by both our members and a 
number of the residents of the home.  With the closure of the flat, 
the owners of the home have asked us to continue with these 
services in one of the lounges within the home.  So, Adventist-led 
meetings will continue for our members and their non-Adventist friends.  We value this opportunity to 
provide a spiritual service to the elderly in an environment where many are cut off from the churches 
they used to attend, and we are glad that they, in turn, value the offering we make in a spirit of 
ecumenical Christian outreach. 
 
 
EXCITING CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES RESOURCES LAUNCHED!   [Karen Holford, SEC 
Associate Director of Children's Ministries] 

 
A vibrant poster pack, a Parenting for Faith leaflet, and a 
comprehensive manual on evangelising children are three exciting new 
products created here in the British Union Conference to celebrate the 
UN 30th Anniversary of the International Year of the Child.  They are 
also designed to support the Year of Evangelism by providing resources 
to help churches reach children, the most fruitful and cost-effective 
outreach that churches can undertake.  Busy families are often very 
happy to send their children along to a church-based programme for a 
couple of hours, and the parents can be reached through the enthusiasm 
of their children.  The children who attend our churches each week also 
need to have positive experiences of church, worship, Sabbaths, and a 
sense of being welcomed and belonging, if they are to make the choice 
to be baptised.  Each church needs to be aware of the rich opportunities 
child evangelism provides.  We also need to create churches, worships 
and programmes that are attractive to young families and children, so 

that the excellent contacts made through children's ministries can be retained and strengthened. 
 
The 'Ten Promises for our Children' poster pack is a resource with a difference.  One poster contains 
the ten promises local churches need to make to their children and a subsequent series of colourful 
posters illustrates and explores each of the ten promises in turn.  A welcome poster is also included.  
Each of the promises is also supported by a study guide, designed to be used by the adults in the 
churches.  These practical and interactive seminars can help local congregations to develop their 
understanding of the practical, relational and spiritual needs of the children in their church and 
community. 
 
Every church has been supplied with a pack of the posters, which has been given to the pastors or local 
Children's Ministries leaders.  Some churches are using these as a basis for a sermon series, others are 
using them during prayer meetings, or holding a special day where members can explore the issues 
raised in the posters and create action plans for implementing the ideas in their local context.  For a 
preview visit <www.10promisesforourchildren.org>.  Orders can be made directly via the website or 
through your Conference/Mission Children's Ministries office. 
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The Children's Ministries Evangelism Manual is a valuable resource for every church.  It provides a 
wide range of support materials and information to help churches understand the developmental needs 
of children; how they grow in faith; how to run successful and safe outreach ministries, how to create 
worship services that children want to attend; how to involve them in practical outreach ministries; 
and lists of resources for those who are passionate about reaching children for Jesus and welcoming 
them into our church communities. 
 
The poster series was developed by Karen Holford of the SEC Children's Ministries department and 
Heather Haworth, BUC Children's Ministries director, coordinated the development of the Evangelism 
Manual and the Parenting for Faith leaflet.  All of these resources have been welcomed by the General 
Conference Children's Ministries director, Dr Linda Koh, who will be making them available to the 
World Church. 
 
 
INVESTMENT BANKER TO SPEAK AT NEWBOLD COLLEGE AWARD S CEREMONY 
[Helen Pearson, PRO Newbold College] 

 
A Christian investment banker with a track record of supporting young 
people will speak at the 2009 Awards Ceremony at Newbold College on 5 
July. 
 
The College has invited international business executive, Herta von 
Stiegel, to give the address at the annual celebration of student 
achievements where local dignitaries meet present and former students 
and their families.  Von Stiegel is Executive Chairman of Ariya Capital 
Group, a Botswana-and London-based fund-management firm which she 
launched to focus on sustainable investments in Africa. 
 
Herta brings to her task extensive experience of weaving passionate 

Christian commitment into her international career as a lawyer and a banker with companies like 
Citibank and JP Morgan where she has held senior positions.  She and her husband Hans have shown 
consistent commitment to the young people in the Central London Seventh-day Adventist church since 
they arrived from the United States in 1990. 
 
Everyone is welcome to the Ceremony on Sunday morning 5 July at 11 o'clock in the Newbold 
Church Centre.  There are a limited numbers of seats available so admission is by ticket only. 
 
For free tickets (first come, first served) contact Carolyn Bissell, PA to the Senior Management Team, 
on 01344 407420 or <cbissell@newbold.ac.uk>.  For a fascinating insight into the life of Herta von 
Stiegel watch her 'In Conversation' interview on the Hope Channel website. 
 
 
DEATH OF MRS ANNE LLEWELLYN 

 
We have received the sad news of the death of Mrs Anne Llewellyn 
on Sunday, 26 April age 71, following a long battle with cancer.  
Anne gave 36 years of support to the pastoral ministry of her 
husband Pastor Viv Llewellyn in the South England Conference, 
1962 to 1998.  They had celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
last September.  Anne is survived by her husband and their two 
daughters.  A memorial service will be held at the Southampton 
church sometime in the next few weeks. 
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The family request that donations may be made in lieu of flowers to "Countess Mountbatten Hospice 
Charity", Botley Road, West End, Southampton, SO30 3JB.  This is where Anne was cared for during 
the last days of her life. 
 
 

LATEST MESSENGER ONLINE 
 
The latest edition of the Messenger, the official journal of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in the UK and Ireland, can now be found online at 
<www.adventistnews.org.uk/messenger>. Brixton's 1,000th member, Angels and 
Demons – and the Vatican, The source of intelligence? – and much, much more is 
all available in the 8 May 2009 edition. 
 

 
ADVENTIST BOOK CENTRE (WATFORD) OPENING TIMES 
 
In a minor correction from last week's news, the opening times for the Adventist Book Centre (ABC) 
on Stanborough Park are Monday to Thursday 11.00 – 5.00 and 10.00 – 1.00 on Friday.  The ABC 
shop can be contacted on 01923 893461 and welcomes your custom.  Both food and books are now in 
stock. 
 
 
THIS WEEK ON THE HOPE CHANNEL 

 
Vivienne believes in prayer.  This becomes very clear in her story 
of growing up in rural Ireland right through to the ministries and 
activities she has involved herself in as a minister's wife.  She has 
the gift of hospitality and service.  You will enjoy meeting her.  
Vivienne Vine is our guest this week on "In Conversation" on the 
Hope Channel at the times listed below and on demand at 
<www.hopetv.org.uk>.  MP3 files of all of series 3 are available 
for your listening pleasure on your portable device at <http://ic-
downloads.blogspot.com>. 
 

Friday 1 May: 4:30 am and 8:00 pm: Robert Pearce 
Sabbath 2 May: 12:30 am and 3:00 pm: Robert Pearce 
Monday 4 May: 3:00 am and 9:00 pm: Vivienne Vine 
Wednesday 6 May: 8:00 am: Vivienne Vine 
Friday 8 May: 4:30 am and 8:00 pm: Vivienne Vine 
Sabbath 9 May: 12:30 am and 3:00 pm: Vivienne Vine 
 
Also from the UK – new on the Hope Channel, watch the TEDmedia production, 'Faith Development' 
on Wednesday, 10:00 am and 9:30 pm, Friday 2:30 am and 8:30 pm, and Sabbath 3:30 pm. 
 
Information on In Conversation is now also available on Facebook <http://www.facebook.com/pages/ 
In-Conversation/86232431216?ref=mf> and Twitter <http://twitter.com/In_Conversation>. 
 
 
BUC News is a weekly news bulletin produced by the British Union Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church, and edited by the Communication Department. Victor Hulbert, director; Mary Kapon, secretary. Items 
for inclusion should be sent to <bucnews@adventist.org.uk> and need to be received by 6.00 pm on Wednesday, 
preferably as simple email text. All unattributed stories written by the editorial team. Coming Events and Small 
Ads should be kept short and preferably be submitted via the on-line form at: <www.adventist.org.uk>. The 
editor reserves the right to modify articles received to make them suitable for inclusion. The views expressed by 
individuals cited in this bulletin do not necessarily reflect the views of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
though we try to ensure that they do. You are free to re-print any portion of this bulletin without the need for 
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special permission. However, we kindly request that you identify BUC News or other sources whenever you 
publish these materials. Back issues and an RSS feed including photographs are available on our website at 
<www.adventist.org.uk>. 
 
You can manually unsubscribe from this mailing list by clicking on reply and including the word  'unsubscribe' 
in the subject line. You can subscribe to ANN (Adventist News Network), the email news bulletin of the General 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, on the GC website at: <http://news.adventist.org>. You can subscribe to 
TED News, the email news bulletin of the Trans-European Division, by sending your name and email address to: 
<tednews@ted-adventist.org>. 
 
The British Union Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church accepts no liability to any party for any 
error, omission or mis-statement by any contributor in any material published in this newsletter. 


